Market Cap Adds N23bn
Trading on the floor of the Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) resumed on a positive note yesterday as investors staked a total of N2.09 billion on 357.2 million ordinary shares executed in 6,277 deals. 
Consequently, the market capitalisation, which mirror the total amount of investment in the market added N23 billion or 0.41 per cent to close at N5.55 trillion. 

In the same vein, the nation’s benchmark index - the All-Share Index, which shows the direction of equities prices, appreciated by 0.4 per cent to close at 23,061.41, from 22,961.26 points at the close of trading last Friday. 
Also, the NSE-30 index moved up by 0.44 per cent to close at 918.43 from 914.30 points recorded at the close of trading last Friday. 

Three of the four sectoral indices appreciated-The NSE food and beverages index added 0.38 per cent to close at 596.23, the NSE banking index grew by 0.23 per cent to close at 381.95, while the NSE insurance index went up by 0.28 per cent to close at 214.59. However, the NSE oil and gas index remained constant at 293.84 points. 
Meanwhile, shares of the banking sector remained investors’ toast as a total of 192.95 ordinary shares valued at N1.58 billion exchanged hands in 3,251 deals. 

The volume of shares traded in the banking sector was largely driven by the activity in the shares of First Bank of Nigeria Plc, Sterling Bank Plc, Zenith Bank Plc and Access Bank Plc. 
Trading on the shares of the four banks accounted for 108 million ordinary shares or 55.9 per cent of the sub-sectors’ turnover. 
The price movement chart of the NSE displayed a total of 35 equities that recorded gains as against 28 on the losers’ table. 

Flour Mill Nigeria Plc led on the gainers’ table with a gain of N1.60 to close at N43.60 per share, while Julius Berger Nigeria Plc and WAPCO Plc trailed with 50 kobo each to close at N28.50 and N35.00 per share respectively. 
Guaranty Trust Bank Plc led on the losers’ tale with 30 kobo loss to close at N18.10 per share while Dangote Flour Plc trailed with a loss of 20 kobo to close at N12.70 per share. 
Other top losers include: Ecobank Nigeria Plc (26 kobo), Triple Gee & Company Plc (23 kobo) and University Press Plc (13 kobo).
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